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OUR PURPOSES

To maintain and establish trails
and shelters in the Northeast
Kingdom of Vermont.

To sponsor outdoor-related
activities.

To promote awareness of the
trails of the Northeast Kingdom.

To promote education about the
environment of the Northeast
Kingdom, including issues of

stewardship of lands and wildlife.

To make the mountains of
Vermont play a larger part in
the lives of both the Section's

members and the general public.

L]
MEMBERSHIP

Sign up online with a credit
card at: <greenmountainclub.org/
packbask.cfm>.

Or, contact the main club at:
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road,
Waterbury Center, VT 05677.

(Be sure to choose the
Northeast Kingdom section.)

All phone numbers herein
are in area code 802

unless otherwise noted
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From the Green Mountain Club’s Northeast Kingdom Section
awww.thecompass.org/nekgmc/»

An Inexplicable Day

By the Reverend Martin Fors, aka “Rusty”

€€ This is crazy,” | thought. Id been trying to

hitch a ride for 45 minutes at the Long
Trail trailhead on Route 140, and | didn’t care
which direction | went— either west to Wall-
ingford and Route 7, or east to East Wallingford
— because | needed to use a telephone.

Forty-five minutes! | wondered, “Was it me?
Did I look so decrepit? Or was it that these
folks around here just don’t like old geezers
carrying backpacks?” Cars and trucks whizzed
by me with hardly a look and, when they did,
it was with an angry face ...

Aldrichville is the name of a small village in
the woods — now long departed — but iden-
tified by archeologists with a plaque con-
taining a few artifacts and stone walls. Sur-
prise number two was in two parts: the incred-
ibly beautiful evergreen forest at White Rocks
Mountain and the one-half acre stone village
that elves had apparently made near the
summit!

Which brings me full circle to the beginning
of my story. While descending the steep
new gravel reroute of the LT/AT by the
Keewaydin intersection

Little did | know.

I’d been trying to hitch
a ride for 45 minutes.
Forty-five minutes!

I wondered, “Was it me?

It had started out as a most
wonderful day after a rest-
ful, encouraging night at
Little Rock Pond shelter.

| had arrived there a bit
discouraged because | was

just before Bear Moun-
tain, my right knee began
to bother me and with
each step worsened until
I realized that somehow

I had seriously re-injured
my knee, which | had first
hurt on Mt. Moosilauke.
Sadly, | knew that | had to

trying to catch a fellow
end-to-ender named Wood-
chuck. He was just ahead of me, by 45 minutes
at one point, but now a thunderstorm was
brewing, and by 4 P.M. it was time to get com-
fortable in a shelter. A friendly mouse and |
spent a quiet, restful night together and when
morning arrived, | felt refreshed for an early
start — with Minerva Hinchey shelter as my
goal — feeling confident that | would see
Woodchuck at the Whistlestop restaurant or at
the Clarendon shelter.

The hiking day was full of surprises, reminding
me why a southbound AT thru-hiker | met near
Peru Peak had exclaimed, “Hiking in Vermont
has been the most beautiful experience of my
life!” My first surprise of the day was coming
upon Aldrichville in the midst of nowhere.

leave the trail...
“This is crazy,” | thought. | decided to give
up my attempt at hitchhiking and donned my
pack, heading west toward Wallingford, limp-
ing along assisted by my hiking poles. Eventu-
ally, | came upon an automobile at an inter-
section, stopped at a stop sign, a lady inside.
“This is my chance,” | thought and stood
in front of her car pointing to my knee and
asking for a ride. Rolling down her window
she said, “Sure,” and made room for my pack.
As | shut her car door | heard these words,
“Our nation is under attack.” It was Septem-
ber 11 at about noon. Her car radio was tuned
to the worsening news and | listened.

I now knew why the faces had been angry. It
was an inexplicable day.
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SECTION LEADERS

Director, Publicity - Beth Dugger
<BethPoet@aol.com>»

633-3582

President - Pat Aubin
¢pattyaubin@hotmail.com>
748-9344

Vice-President - Daisy McCoy
«dcmosiso@xmail.lsc.vsc.edus

Secretary - Michael Chernick
«chernick@together.net»
223-0918

Treasurer - Joe Anastasia
«witjoe@kingcon.com»

Membership - Cynthia Barber
¢joncyn@sover. net>
467-9813

Trails & Shelters - Luke O’Brien
«vlc@sover.net»
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER

This is my last issue as newsletter
editor, so we’re looking for a new
editor starting in April.

It’s a pretty simple job.
There is a wonderful crew of folks
who contribute stories, pictures,

and outings descriptions.
Also, you don’t have to be con-
cerned with membership (Cynthia
maintains the mailing lists) or the
website (I will continue making

quarterly updates).

Feel free to contact me at
«collier@thecompass.com> for
more details.

-Jay Collier

Upcoming Outings

February 9. Bald Mountain Winter Snowshoe
Climb, Westmore. Moderate, 2.1 miles to
summit, the last part is steep. Snowshoes
(preferably with crampons) and poles needed,
roughly 6 hours total. Bring high-calorie lunch
and Thermos of hot beverage, plus spare
mittens/gloves. Meet at 9 a.m. at trailhead
just past Long Pond (take Long Pond Road
from Westmore store on Route 5A). Leader
Michael Chernick, 223-0918 or <chernick@
together.net>. Check if severe weather the night
before with Jean Haigh, 586-9637. This hike has
special significance as the group will “borrow”
one step from the tower at the summit to use
as the template for new steps (project with Vt.
Dept. of Forests, Parks, & Rec.). See May 18.

February 16. XC ski, Craftsbury Nordic Center.
$12 fee per adult, all levels, snowshoe trails
also available. Meet at 10 a.m. at the center.
Leader Jean Haigh, 586-9637.

February 27. Snowshoe by Moonlight. 8 p.m.
Gentle, rolling fields. Meet at Jon Day and
Cynthia Barber’s house in Newark. E-mail
¢joncyn@sover.net> or call 467-9813 for direc-
tions. Rain or lack of snow cancels. Light
refreshments follow.

March 2. Victory Bog Natural History Hike on
snowshoes. Meet at 10 a.m. Take Long Pond
Road from Westmore store on Route 5A. It is
the first parking lot from the south, 4.5 miles
from Route 2; it is the third parking lot if you
are coming from the north. There is a wooden
bridge on the opposite side of the road. Co-
leaders Mary Ann Riggie and Dwight Cargill.
Mary Ann: 723-5924.

April 6. Champion Lands Road Walk. Meet at
railroad depot in Island Pond at 9:30 a.m.,
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leader Beth Dugger, 748-5488. Limited number,
please preregister. Bring lunch, 3-4 hours of
walking.

April 13. Lyndonville Covered Bridge Stroll, 2
p.m. 4 covered bridges, 10 km town walking,
leader Jim Fearon, 626-3829. Annual meeting
follows at Burke Mtn Clubhouse, 5 p.m. pot-
luck, 6 p.m. business meeting with election of
officers and program (to be planned).

May 18, 25, June 1, 8. Bald Mtn Firetower
(Westmore). Club service project to replace
steps and platforms. Involves 2.1-mile hike
to summit carrying 3 steps. Tentative leader
Beth Dugger, 748-5488.

From Our Outgoing Director
By NEKGMC Director Beth Dugger

This April the section will need a new director,
as I've done two years of work in the position
and am ready for other challenges.

No, a section director doesn’t “direct” the
section, but instead is the communications
person between the section and the main
club. He or she also serves as one of the Board
of Directors of the Green Mountain Club at its
four meetings per year, some of which are in
Waterbury.

There’s also a committee role in the main club,
and I've enjoyed serving on the Trails Man-
agement Committee, where | can learn about
the decisions needed for Long Trail mainte-
nance and at the same time fill people in
about Champion Lands changes and other
Kingdom issues and trails.

Let me show you the NEKGMC director’s work;
you might decide you’d like to create your own
version of the role, starting in April.
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Save a tree! If you receive this newsletter by U.S. Mail and would prefer to receive future newsletters
and meeting notices by e-mail, please notify Cynthia at <joncyn@sover.net»




